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many shortcomings. The Colony may challenge the world
to show one superior, we might almost say equal to hers,
possessing the highest qualities of the temporalc and torrid
zones admirably blended. On the coast, mid lor some fifteen
or twenty miles inland, an almost tropical heat prevails during
the whole summer, but rendered healthiul and agreeable by the
prevalence of strong sea breezes which blow ulmost without
intermission during* the season from North East or South East;
while the higher lands of the interior possess an European climate
aided by a strongly rarified air; indeed the clearness of the
atmosphere in all parts of Natal is remarkable, and Mr. Baldwin
points it out as being the great cause of sportsmen from other
parts so continually misjudging distances when taking aim.
The summer season in all parts of the upper districts resembles
that of the most favored parts of Europe,, while the winters
are less severe than in the northern hemisphere. It is on this
account that Natal is now being strongly recommended*as a
favorable spot to which to transfer a patient suffering from any
description of pulmonic complaint. When the Colony is so
selected, we suspect the invalid should take up his residence
between Pieter Maritzburg and the Drakonsburg, as we can
hardly believe that the coast lands with their tropical bush can
prove otherwise than injurious to the sufferer.

The wide difference between the climate on the coast and that
inland is shown by the character of the Natal products em-
bracing, as we have said, almost every known plant; those of the
tropics are rendered especially fine owing to the hot season being
the time of year when the heavy rains descend, coming in the
form of thunder storms of two or three hours duration nearly
every afternoon. The increased altitude of land towards the in-
terior is most strongly marked on the coast, but in four dis-
tinct steps the height of the Drakensberg mountain range is
attained* Pine Town hill some ten or eleven miles from the port,
and on the road to Pieter Maritzburg forty miles away, is
in elevation but little inferior to that city. In the neighbour-
hood of this city, the capital and seat of government, all Europe-
an fruits, flowers and vegetables grow in perfection, while
twenty miles towards the Drakensberg wheat forms the only
exception to a satisfactory production of the cereals of the world,
and many colonists are still sanguine that a wheat crop will yet
foe added to the number, but from the attempts already made by
practical men we fear further experiments will prove equally
disappointing. The neighbourhood of the Drakensberg is
healthy and beautiful, forming the sanatorium for invalids in-
jured % other climates, or by the reckless colonial living which